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There is an adage amongst University 
Disability Practitioners that you don’t 

Education sector. 

I manage the Disability Advisory Team  
at the University of Leeds, heading up a 
large team which coordinates the support 
and ongoing casework of over 5000 
disabled students, and which enables  
the University to meet its statutory 
obligations under the Equality Act. The 
changes witnessed over the 20 years 
I’ve been working in disability services 
cannot be overstated. Numbers increase 
exponentially year-on-year, the complexity 

of navigating systemic barriers changes 
constantly, and a University education,  
once beyond the reach of many disabled 
people, is now far more accessible. This is 
why I do the job I do – for the opportunity 
to make tangible changes, for individuals, 
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Having met (and later married) a 
Yorkshireman, I left Cambridge for the 
University of Leeds in 2005. I spent a 
brief time organising Summer Schools for 
school children on behalf of the National 
Academy for Gifted & Talented Youth, a 
role which coincidentally introduced me 
to autistic children and teenagers. When 
the University advertised for a Disability 
Coordinator to work specifically with 
autistic students, I jumped at the chance. 
It was the first role of its kind in the HE 
sector; very few autistic students either 
declared their autism, or accessed support 
at the time, and they were not well-served 
by existing support structures. To say 
it was an emerging field of work is an 
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