
 

 

In times of austerity, can we afford to care about global 
and intergenerational inequality? 
 
To give a dual perspective on the central issue of inequality, two speakers shared the platform in 
the fourth event of the Murray Edwards lecture series exploring Capitalism on the Edge.  
 
Ben Philips, Director of Policy, Research, Advocacy and Campaigns at the international NGO, 
ActionAid, discussed global inequalities; campaigning 



 

 

Angola has had a staggering growth rate of around 25% and one of the highest infant mortality 
rates in the world. Papua New Guinea has



 

 

People power 
 
Indeed, Philips is convinced that organising people is the key to achieving change. He cites the 
greatest achievements of recent centuries: the end of the colonies, the abolition of legal slavery, 
votes for women, the end of apartheid…”How did thesTJ
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And yet, Urwin feels strongly that 



 

 

A closer look at



 

 

Questions 
 
To pick out a couple of the questions raised, MEC student Olwen Wilson asked how the increasing 
political polarity we are witnessing will affect inequality, not just in US and UK, but also globally? 
 
In response, Ben Philips referred to historic 


